Inhibition and subsequent rebound of FSH secretion following treatment with bovine follicular fluid in the ewe.
Plasma concentrations of gonadotropins were examined after treatment of ewes with bovine follicular fluid (FF) in four experiments. Mean concentrations of FSH were significantly decreased by FF treatment. The FSH depression appeared to continue throughout the length of treatment when the duration of treatment was 2-4 days. However, in an experiment in which the treatment period was 8 days, mean concentrations of FSH initially declined and then returned to control levels during the last 4 days of treatment. In all experiments, a rebound in FSH concentrations was found 24-36 h after cessation of FF treatment. The magnitude of this rebound appeared to be proportional to the degree of FSH suppression during FF treatment.